Best of Sonic Youth Project:

The band Sonic Youth suggested that the Parsons Senior Illustration students create cover
art for a theoretical Best of Sonic Youth CD. (It is theoretical because there are currently
no plans to release an actual Best of Sonic Youth album.)

The project was initiated and facilitated by Senior Illustration faculty member Frank
Olinsky, who has a professional relationship with the band.

The students created a range of work that was reviewed and voted on by band members
Thurston Moore, Lee Ranaldo, Kim Gordon and Steve Shelley. All work will be
exhibited in a separate area of the Senior Show at The Art Directors Club, Inc. The
band’s selection will be prominently displayed.

Here are the winners:

First place: Christophe Lopez-Huici
Second place: Alberto Barreto
Third place: Eun Hye Min

Honorable Mention (in alphabetical order)
Niina Cochran
Hyo Jung Kim
Phoenix Martin
Andres Ortega
Nathan Pickett
Brett Sloan

About Sonic Youth:

In their early career. Sonic Youth were associated with the No Wave art and music scene
in New York City, but have outlasted most associated bands. They have found moderate
mainstream success, and are generally seen as one of the leading alternative rock groups
of their time. Initially inspired by the noise experimentation of Glenn Branca, with whom
most of the band have performed, as well as the heavy garage rock/acid-rock of The
Stooges, they were known for using a variety of unorthodox guitar tunings, and for
applying screwdrivers or other preparations to guitars to alter the instrument’s timbre.

Members of the band have also released acclaimed books of poetry and prose (a beatnik
influence shows itself both in these and in their songs’ lyrics,) produced films, staged
shows of visual art and more. There is also an abundance of musical material recorded
and/or performed with other artists and side-projects. Sonic Youth can in many ways be
said to be an artistic collective just as much as a traditional rock/pop band.
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